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Western Powers. This is not its fault, since they have not yet
decided their attitude towards it. If nationalism continues to
be primarily a movement of defence against and opposition to
the Western Powers, it is inevitable that it should regard with
suspicion those minorities which share the religious or other
characteristics of the West; it is inevitable, too, that some at least
of those minorities should be torn between their national and
religious loyalties, and that the Western Powers should be tempted
to make use of such minorities. If, however, the nationalists
reach a satisfactory agreement with the Western Powers on the
greater political issues, the position of the minorities will be
proportionately eased, and it may even be possible for the minor-
ities to maintain special non-political relations with their co-
religionists in the West without incurring the hostility of the
nationalists.

(iii) Nationalism has not yet decided its relation to Islam and
to the past. If Arab and Egyptian nationalism should become
essentially Islamic movements, giving the Arab Christians at
best an inferior position on the margin of the national community,
then the status of the religious minorities cannot be improved.
Equally, if it adopted a racial basis the linguistic minorities could
not expect any amelioration of their lot. It is possible, however,
that nationalism will dissociate itself from religion, not by denying
(which would be absurd) that there is any connexion between the
Arab nation and Islam, but by admitting that the Christian has
a distinctive place in the national community, and one fay so
means inferior to that of the Moslem. At the same tioae, it
may well preserve its present indifference to racial origins, and.
be prepared to accept any member of a linguistic minority as a
member of the nation provided be enters that community of
will and language which constitutes the nation. If these develop-
ments take place, thea the essmtial conditions will exist: for
that process without which the problem eanaot be solved: the
process of assimilation.
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